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W oodlawn C emetery – J uly 13

he Roebling Chapter, together
with The Woodlawn Conservancy, will present a tour of Woodlawn
Cemetery in The Bronx on July 13,
2022. Established in 1863 on farmland in what was then lower Westchester County, Woodlawn contains
over 400 acres (about half the size
of Central Park), is home to over
300,000 permanent residents and
contains over 1,300 private mausola.
It has one of the largest collections
of Tiffany artwork in the US, and
has numerous sculptures and other
artwork by some of the best-known
artists of the early 20th century. In
addition, Woodlawn is classified as
a level II arboretum, containing over
140 tree species, and has wildlife including deer, wild turkey and coyote.
Our tour will utilize the air-conditioned “Woodlawn Trolley,” and
will feature the history of the cemetery with an emphasis on the industrial legacies associated with many of
the people buried or entombed on
the grounds. Among the highlights
will be the monuments to railroad
and beer barons, inventors, and other
industrialists. We will view artwork
by Daniel Chester French, Adolph
Weinman, and Attilio Piccirilli. We
will drive past structures designed by
McKim, Mead and White, John Russell Pope, and the firm of Hunt and
Hunt. The tour will include Guastavino vaults and landscapes by Beatrix
Farrand; not to mention ornamental
ironwork by Samuel Yellin, the leg-

th

ed on several SIA events.
In recent years, Woodlawn has become
an outdoor learning lab for hundreds of
local youths as part of the Bridge to Crafts
Careers Initiative, a collaborative effort between the Woodlawn Conservancy, the
World Monuments Fund, and the International Masonry Institute. We hope to visit
one of the program’s restorations in progress, as well as some completed projects.
Woodlawn tour trolley.
The tour will run about 3-4 hours
endary “Devil with a Hammer” whose
forge near Bryn Mawr in Pennsylva- long. While we will be utilizing the trolley
nia is still in operation and was visit- Continued on page 2.

Fireboat John J. Harvey

Sunday, August 21, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
Pier 66 Maritime (26th Street & Hudson River)
Pouring rain date to be announced

F

ireboat John J. Harvey was built at
the Todd Shipyard in Red Hook,
Brooklyn, in 1931. Named for FDNY
pilot killed in the line of duty fighting
a ship fire, she was the first New York
City fireboat named after a firefighter
rather than a public figure. Operationally, Harvey was an historic first:
The first fireboat powered by internal
combustion engines, she could pump
and maneuver simultaneously. She
was the largest, fastest, most powerful, and efficient firefighting vessel of
her time, capable of pumping 18,000
gallons a minute, roughly equivalent
to 20 fire trucks. Her full spray could
reach over the deck of the George
Washington Bridge! Her design innovations influenced all subsequent
fireboats.

Harvey served and protected New
York Harbor for over six decades, assisting during such notable fires as
the Cunard Line pier fire in 1932, the
Normandie fire in 1942, and the potenContinued on page 2.

Photo courtesy of Fireboat John J. Harvey

For the Latest on Upcoming Events

Watch the Roebling Chapter Web Site for Details – roeblingsia.org
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From the President’s Desk

I

t’s an honor to serve as Roebling Chapter president again. As some of you may recall, I held
this position in from 1992 through 1995 and, again,
in 1998. Since I wasn’t the Vice President this time
around, I hadn’t been counting on serving in the position again, but less than a week before our Annual
Meeting in late January, Gianfranco Archimede called
and told me his current employment demands with
the City of Paterson precluded him from moving up
to this position. So, here I am again!
The day prior to our e-Annual Meeting, I was
diagnosed with Covid-19 and gave my acceptance
speech in a soft whisper. It’s turned out to be a case
of Long Covid, and my voice still stops functioning
at times. That issue, plus the rise and fall of Covid
cases has prevented me from organizing chapter
events. I thank all of you for your patience.
I also thank Nestor Danyluk for serving as Vice
President and Aron Eisenpress for continuing his
position as Secretary, sending out notices of events
that may be of interest to members. Kelly Ruffel
has agreed to stay on as Treasurer and has been
diligent in handling tax filings and keeping our finances in order.
Nestor has organized a trolley tour of Woodlawn
Cemetery in mid-July and I have planned a New York
Harbor tour on the decommissioned and subsequently recommissioned FDNY fireboat John J. Harvey in
mid-August. Details on both are included herein. I’m
planning a trip to Steamtown National Historic Site
in Scranton, PA, in the fall.
Due to the demise of industry in our area, locating active manufacturing sites has not been easy.
If any members know of other tour possibilities at
public sites or private industry, I would appreciate
your feedback.
Again, thank you for your patience!

Bierce Riley

Woodlawn Cemetary Tour
Continued from page 1.

along some of the 20 miles of roads in the cemetery;
the event will requite one to 1½ miles of walking, some
on uneven surfaces. We plan to begin at 10:30 AM, and
participants are encouraged to bring a snack, light lunch
and water. Following the tour, we will have an optional
excursion into the adjoining Woodlawn Heights neighborhood, whose history is intertwined with the cemetery
and which is home to one of the largest Irish communities in NYC. Of course, we will end with a late lunch at
a local Irish pub.
Woodlawn is accessible by Metro North, and various MTA busses and the #4 subway line. Specific travel
information, including driving instructions, will be provided upon registration. Parking will be available on site.
To reserve your place, please contact Nestor at prefer email at trekkermann@yahoo.com but phone is OK
at 718-796-3252. If demand is high, we will schedule a
second tour. n

John J. Harvey Tour
Continued from page 1.

tially disastrous fire on the ammunition ship El Estero during World War II. Decommissioned in 1994,
Harvey was saved from the scrap yard by a dedicated
group of volunteers and restored as a working museum and education center, offering free public trips
in New York Harbor. She participates in the annual
Tugboat Roundup in Waterford, NY, and attends notable maritime festivals Oyster Bay, NY, and Mystic
and New London in Connecticut.
On September 11, 2001, John J. Harvey was recalled into service by FDNY and reactivated as Marine
Company 2, her former status. She pumped water
alongside fireboats Firefighter and John D. McKean
for 80 hours until the water mains in lower Manhattan were restored to service. Additionally, the licensed welders among her crew took their rigs ashore
and cut firemen from their mangled trucks. Harvey’s
action that week was the subject of countless consumer print and video articles, as well as professional
maritime journals and the 2002 children’s book by
Maira Kalman, Fireboat: The Heroic Adventures of the
Continued on page 8.
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O ther E vents of I nterest
Wharton Canal Day

Saturday, Aug 20, 2022 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Hugh Force Park
180 West Central Ave, Wharton, NJ
Activities: Narrated boat rides on Morris Canal, restored Lock 2 East, 10 musical artists performing on
two stages, Civil War encampment, arts & crafts show,
blacksmithing demonstrations, pony and hayrides,
great food, traveling zoo, and fireworks after dark.
Directions
From Rt 80W: Exit 34A onto Rt 15 S, turn right at
first light onto Dewey Ave, follow signs for Canal
Day parking and bus to Hugh Force Park.
From Rt 80E: Exit 34 onto N. Main St, turn right
onto Dewey Ave, follow signs for Canal Day parking
and bus to Hugh Force Park.

Industrial Heritage Walks
Saturday August 13
Waterloo Valley Trail Waterloo to Stourport
Saturday September 10
Easton & Phillipsburg Canals, Coal & Iron
Saturday November 8
Edison Mines
For further info, contact Joe Macasek at
macgraphics2@gmail.com.

D&R Canal Walks & Rides

Bike Ride: Bulls Island to Stockton
Sunday, August 14 10:00 a.m.
7.3 miles round trip.
Bulls Island to Stockton, across to the Delaware Canal
and back to Bulls Island. Meet in the large parking lot
by the office at Bulls Island. Allow three hours.
Canal Walk: Lock 11 to 10-mile Lock
Sunday, September 18 10:00 a.m.
Canal walk from Lock 11 in South Bound Brook to
Ten-Mile Lock and back, 4.6 miles round trip. Meet
at Lock 11 in South Bound Brook, across from the
post office.
For further details, contact Bob Barth at
Bbarth321@aol.com.
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Lilac Peservation Priect
Lighthouse tender Lilac – Pier 25

Decommissioned in 1972, she is now owned by the
non-profit Lilac Preservation Project. She is America’s
only surviving steam-powered lighthouse tender. Lilac
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
is eligible to become a National Historic Landmark.
Admission to Lilac is free. Because space is limited, reservations are sometimes required–be sure to visit their
website for up-to-date calendar details:
www.lilacpreservationproject.org/

Fireboat John J. Harvey
Pier 66 Maritime (26th St and Hudson River
Public trips: Summer Sunday afternoons
Check website for details: www.fireboat.org

Volunteer Opportunities
Audio Visual
AV Specialist/Engineer to handle audio-visual element at RCSIA Symposium and Annual
Meeting, currently in Paterson but location
may change. Gianfranco will provide instruction and assistance this year.
Contact Bierce Riley at Bierce.Riley@gmail.
Please use “RCSIA” in subject line.
Symposium Coordinator
Symposium Coordinator to organize RCSIA
Symposium and Annual Meeting. A call for
papers will be announced in the RCSIA Newsletter and/or sent as a blast email. Coordinator
sets schedule, acts as M.C. at the meeting, and
limits speaker time on the floor, allowing time
for questions. Gianfranco has presenters and
will set schedule this year.
Contact Bierce Riley at Bierce.Riley@gmail.
Please use “RCSIA” in subject line.
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O fficers of the R oebling C hapter ,
S ociety

B

for I ndustrial

Bierce Riley
President

eginning her career as a bench
chemist with a degree from Drew
University, Bierce later earned her
MBA in pharmaceutical marketing.
She has managed marketing research
groups at Ciba-Geigy (Novartis) and
Parke-Davis (Pfizer), with experience
in all leading therapeutic classes. She
has also worked in consulting, where
clients include major ethical and OTC
marketers. Bierce had her own consulting business for 20 years before
being offered, in the midst of a recession, a full-time position as Director
of Marketing Research with a major
medical communications agency. She
served as an adjunct professor in the
Samuel Silberman Business School at
Fairleigh Dickinson University and
has published in peer-reviewed professional journals and authored articles for pharmacy trade magazines.
Ms. Riley is involved in the preservation and interpretation of historic assets throughout North Jersey
and has made two nominations that
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were accepted, as written, into the
New Jersey and National Registers
of Historic Places. She has served on
municipal committees to develop historic preservation elements of master
plans. She co-leads Industrial Heritage Hikes for the Morris County Park
Commission, has sat on the board of
the Morris County Historical Society,
and was a trustee of Historic Speedwell, Birthplace of the Telegraph. She
has served as chairman of the Morristown (NJ) Historic Preservation
Commission and was a long-term
member of the Mendham Township
Historic Preservation Committee.
Bierce joined the Roebling Chapter
and the national SIA in 1988 after
participating in a bloomery forge
demonstration in Williamsburg, VA.
She is currently a board member
of the Canal Society of New Jersey. She
has been a board member of the national Society for Industrial Archeology, and served in a similar position with
the Roebling Chapter, of which she was
president for five years in the 1990s.
Her interest in industrial sites began in
early childhood, exploring North Jersey iron-mining sites and stone-stack
blast furnaces with her father.
She was an active volunteer firefighter with the New Jersey Forest
Fire Service for a decade beginning in
2003. Bierce has served as a docent in
various museums and currently volunteers in the gristmill and blacksmith’s
shop at Waterloo Village. She is also
a master charcoal burner and recipient of the Superintendent’s Award for
Volunteer Excellence at Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site. n

N

Nestor Danyluk
Vice President

estor, the newly elected vice president of the Roebling Chapter, is a
lifelong resident of New York City. A retired 30-year veteran of the New York City
Department of City Planning, his professional activities ranged from planning the
rebuilding of the South Bronx to preserving the historic character of numerous
NYC neighborhoods from The Bronx to
Staten Island.
Nestor graduated Fordham University
with a degree in Urban Studies and then
attended Princeton University, graduating
from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs with a degree
in Public Affairs and Urban and Regional
Planning in 1982. Subsequently, he was
introduced to Industrial Archeology while
attending Thor Torgerson and Ed Rutsch’s
legendary “Introduction to Industrial Archeology” class at New York’s Cooper
Union. Since that time, when not in the
office, Nestor has traveled extensively to
numerous cities in the USA and abroad.
When not traveling, he has led numerous
activities for groups ranging from out-
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doors clubs to historical societies.
Nestor is currently a docent with
the historic 400-acre Woodlawn
Cemetery in The Bronx, which has
a superb collection of monuments,
mausolea, trees, Tiffany windows
and Guastavino domes not to mention some very famous “permanent
residents.” He looks forward to organizing and leading Roebling Chapter
events in the upcoming years. n

K

Kelly C. Ruffel
Treasurer

elly C. Ruffel, is the Director
of the Department of Cultural & Historic Affairs for the County
of Passaic in New Jersey; and serves
as the Assistant County Administrator. In her role, she oversees all of
Passaic County’s historic assets from
administering program and preservation grants, capital improvement
and planning projects, to the development. She also administers implementation of cultural and interpretive programming and management
of content and creation of marketing
products for print and digital platforms for the County’s See Passaic
brand. Through these different facets,
Ruffel dedicates her time to the preservation and promotion of Passaic
County’s cultural heritage.
She previously served as the Principal Historic Preservation Specialist for
the City of Paterson, assisting in public
preservation projects such as the development and implementation of design
guidelines for the Downtown Commercial Historic District, landmark designations, and regulatory permitting
review. She continues to serve on the
City of Paterson Historic Preservation
Commission, treasurer to the Roebling
Chapter, Society for Industrial Archeol-
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ogy, and Trustee on the Friends of Passaic County Parks, Inc., Friends of Dey
Mansion, Inc., and the Hobart Manor
Revitalization Committee.
A New Jersey native, Ms. Ruffel
holds her BA in History, BA in Anthropology, and an MA in History
from William Paterson University,
with additional coursework in cemetery preservation. She has presented
at the Roebling Chapter Symposium
on Cedar Lawn Cemetery, where
many of the elite families of the Paterson silk industry, influential businessmen, and political figures are interred or housed in mausolea. n

Aron Eisenpress
Secretary

A

ron learned of the SIA in the early 1980’s and joined, first the national organization, then the Roebling
Chapter. He was interested in the SIA
partly from his love of photography
and for the access it gave to industrial
sites, as well as his interest in process
and how things work. He is on staff
at the City University of New York in
the computer area, unrelated to industrial archeology.
He has been involved in a volunteer-run professional organization
called SHARE Association for most
of his professional career, first as an
attendee and then volunteer; over the
past seven years, he had served as an
officer or director. It is a much larger
organization than the Chapter, with
paid association management staff,
and a different experience for him, although it has much in common with
the RCSIA.
One of his first Roebling Chapter activities was a 2-day tour of the
Pine Barrens in southern New Jersey,
with an overnight stay at a Method-

ist church camp called Mount Misery. He
recalls that the last stop was at the town
of Roebling NJ, long before the museum
there began. A visit to a cranberry bog
during the harvest was included.
Aron also attended the class on IA
taught by the Thorwald Torgersen and Ed
Rutsch at The Cooper Union in NYC. It
was extremely informative, as one would
expect. A number of classmates are still involved in the SIA.
In 1984, Aron took on the position of
Roebling Chapter Secretary and has been
doing it ever since. His primary responsibility is to maintain the membership list,
which also involves collecting dues, as
well as managing the Constant Contact
email list and making sure that tour notices get out to the membership.
Some of the technology he uses for
the membership database has become obsolete; therefore members should expect
some changes later next year. Aron is hoping to provide self-service online membership renewal and tour signup, but has not
had time to work on this in detail yet. Stay
tuned! RCSIA Sec since 1984. n

SIA National Events
2022 - 2023
2022 Fall Tour – Northwest PA
September 15-18, 2022
(Arrival Wednesday, Sept. 14)
Based in Franklin, PA, the Fall Tour,
will include early oil production as
well as steam and iron.
2023 Annual Conference
Grand Rapids. MI
June 8-11, 2023
(Arrival is on Wednesday, June 7)
Grand Rapids is known as “Furniture
City USA” for mass-market furniture;
the city has other industries as well.
Watch the National SIA website for
further information.
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M orris C anal G reenway

W

L ock 2 E ast R estoration P roject

hen the Morris Canal was
abandoned in the 1920s,
the Borough of Wharton,
Morris County, NJ, acquired its
canal right of way including the
site of Lock 2 East. Although the
lock had been dismantled and buried as part of the abandonment
process, the remains of the lock
tender’s house were extant. In 1976
the Borough re-excavated the canal
prism and restored the towpath. A
connection between the canal and
Stephens Brook made this quarter-mile stretch from the lock site
almost to Central Avenue one of
Morris County’s best remaining
water-filled sections of canal. The
area became Hugh Force Park,
named for Hugh A. Force for his
years of service to the community.
Soon after, the local Rotary Club
used the park as the site for its first
Wharton Canal Day, an event that
has become an annual celebration
of the borough’s canal heritage.
In 2007, when Wharton’s mayor appointed local resident John
Manna to its Main Street Redevelopment Committee, he remembered fishing in the canal
with his children. He asked
then-CSNJ president Brain

Morrell and board member Joe
Macasek to walk the towpath in
Hugh Force Park and help think
of ways to enhance the park’s canal
assets. Since the Canal Society of
New Jersey had been giving tours
of the park for years, we pointed out the stone walls of the lock,
barely visible in the grass. Together,
we wondered if the lock could be
uncovered and if its remains could
be preserved for visitors to see. Answering these questions was the
beginning of a 15-year-long project that will lead, to the complete
restoration of the lock and a rebuilt
lock tender’s house.
THE LOCK
A canal lock is a massive structure whose true dimensions are not
readily visible to the casual observer. The 126-foot-long stone walls
were built four feet thick at the top
and supported by buttresses seven
feet thick at the bottom. Below, the
walls rested on a platform of beams
and heavy planks that formed a
single unit that kept the lock walls
from shifting or being undermined
by the flowing water. As long as
this timber platform stayed buried it would serve indefinitely. At
Lock 2 East, the first questions
were: a) was the buried lock substantially intact and b) were its
underpinnings strong enough
to support a restoration? To
find out, archeologists were
hired to discover what was

This historic photograph of Lock 2 East captures a wealth
of information about how the site appeared when the
canal was in operation.The details seen here have been
included in the restoration plan, incorporating the plane
rail and cable that once stabalized the house.

there. To everyone’s surprise, they discovered that the lock wall had been cut
down but not destroyed and the wood
flooring was in good condition. The
lower miter gates and hardware had
been pushed into the lock, buried, then
the lock had been packed with earth
and forgotten. A 2009 professional engineering assessment supported these
findings and in 2010 the Borough of
Wharton was awarded a $582,000 grant
to unearth the lock and to stabilize and
repair the stonework.
THE FUNDING
Funding this sort of a project with
public grant money is a daunting task
that proceeds in phases. A feasibility
study must first show that the project can be done; a planning phase that
shows how the project can be completed, drawings and cost estimates that lay
out the details; and finally, phases of
construction completed according to
the approved plan. Although the CSNJ
has been involved with the lock restoration since the very start, it has required the management and engineering skills of the Borough of Wharton to
keep the project moving. Three major
sources have provided the funding: the
Morris County Preservation Trust, the
New Jersey State Historic Trust, and
the North Jersey Transportation and
Planning Authorities Transportation
Enhancement Program. Early in the
process, CSNJ President Joe Macasek worked with John Manna to create
signage that defined the project and
engaged the public with the restoration
process that would take years to reach
its final goal.
THE ARTIFACTS
As the work began, CSNJ members visited the site on a regular
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basis to watch as the lock was rediscovered. A sandbag cofferdam
was built between the lock and
water-filled canal. Pumps kept the
site dry while many feet of saturated soil were carefully removed
from the lock chamber. As the lock
was cleared, a treasure trove of artifacts emerged from the mud. It
was found that when the lock was
dismantled, its massive capstones, a
few feet of its stone walls, and most
of its working parts were simply
pushed into the lock and buried.
Timber artifacts, such as the lower
miter gates were found in remarkably good condition in the waterlogged soil. Iron artifacts such as
the wicket valves, gears, and the
controls for operating the drop gate
at the upper end of the lock were
also discovered. The capstones were
removed and put aside to be reused
when the lock was rebuilt.
THE RESTORATION
In 2011 the lock chamber was
cleared and in 2012 the lower lock
walls were repaired, repointed, and
rebuilt where necessary. To keep
the restoration accurate, the north
wall, the one that was rebuilt when
the lock was enlarged in the 1840s,
was sheathed with planks as shown
in historic photos. The wood
sheathing kept boats from scraping
against the rougher replacement
stonework. In 2014 the capstones
were reinstalled, bringing the walls
back to their historic elevation. Although the lower lock gates had
been rediscovered in the mud in the
bottom of the lock, they were not
in a condition to be reused. Craftsmen from Pennsylvania built new
miter gates and, in 2015, installed
them with new hardware to make
them operational.
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This illustration, based
on historic photos, shows
Lock 2 East as it was
when the canal was in
operation. To date, the
lock has been carefully
rebuilt and new lower
lock gates installed. In
the current construction
phase, the lock tender’s
house and shanty will
be rebuilt. In addition,
remaining lock gates
and hardware will be
installed to make the
lock operational.

SUMMER OF 2021
After years of planning, restoration of the locktender’s house
began last summer. Before work
started, CSNJ Board member Jim
Lee III and his team of archaeologists from Hunter Research
carefully examined the site for artifacts that might be compromised
during construction. The site was
then cleared of extraneous debris
and equipment was brought in to
re-excavate the basement. Building stones from the cellar hole
were carefully put aside to be reused in the reconstruction. Since
then, skilled masons have been at
working putting the building back
together. Once progress is made on
the house, work will expand to include the restoration of the upper
end of the lock and the re-grading
of the site somewhat close to its
original contours.
The contractor expects to complete the project before the end of
2022. However, as work proceeds,
new discoveries are made and unexpected issues arise almost every

week. As in any complicated project, it
will be an adventure to watch as all the
details come together.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT ?
This year, when the lock and house
are restored, the challenge will be to
bring the site to life. The CSNJ will
partner with the Borough of Wharton
to furnish the house, create exhibits
and give tours. When complete, spring
and fall school groups will visit and in
the summer the CSNJ’s canal boat will
spend part of the season giving visitors
rides to see the lock. Although this will
all take time, we would hope to have the
site open to the public as soon as possible with volunteers giving tours and
telling visitors about the Morris Canal
Greenway.

ABOVE: This typical cross section shows lock
walls topped with large capstones and supported by heavy outer buttresses, forming
an eleven-foot-wide lock chamber between
them. The walls rest on a thirty-foot-wide
timber platform that makes the lock a single
stable unit.
LEFT: This plan view shows how much
stonework it took to create the ninety-fivefoot-long chamber in which boats were
raised and lowered.
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Visit the National SIA web site at: www.siahq.org

John J. Harvey Tour
Continued from page 2.

John J. Harvey. Fireboat John J. Harvey is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places.
The fireboat is moored at Pier 66 Maritime,
at 26th Street and the Hudson River, alongside
the Frying Pan restaurant and the lightship
Frying Pan. It’s a pleasant walk from Penn Station, but there are parking lots at 25th and 11th
Streets and likely street parking at this time on
a weekend for those who prefer to drive from
the hinterlands. If the lots at 25th Street are full,
then park at the Chelsea Piers.
We can take up to 60 visitors (and possibly a little overage) on this cruise. Please contact Bierce Riley by phone at 973-455-0491 or
e-mail at Bierce.Riley@gmail.com using “Fireboat” in the subject line. n

Roebling Chapter SIA Officers
President
Bierce Riley
Vice President
Nestor Danyluk
Treasurer
Kelly Ruffle
Secretary
Aron Eisenpress
Newsletter Editor Bierce Riley
You can contact the Roebling Chapter by email at:
bierce.riley@gmail.com. Please use RCSIA as subject.
Membership is $20.00 per year, payable to RCSIA, c/o
Aron Eisenpress, 235 West End Avenue, Apt. 14-C, New
York, NY 10023. A downloadable chapter membership
form and general information about the SIA are available at
roeblingsia.org.
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